Praying the Prologue to You Are Sent
Prologue to the SSND Constitution You Are Sent
Approved by the Congregation of Religious and Secular Institutes, 1986

Veni Sancti Spiritus (Taize)

Side One

We School Sisters of Notre Dame, hold as essential to our constitution, life and mission,
Jesus Christ, who sent by the Father, sends us in the power of the Spirit, to proclaim the
gospel by our lives;

The church, which by its very nature continues the presence and mission of Christ;
The world, which is the concrete situation in which we carry out Christ’s mission;
Our charism which gives focus to our life and mission.

Response: Veni Sancti Spiritus (Taize)

Side Two

Our charism, gift of the Spirit, was embodied in Blessed Mary Theresa of Jesus
Gerhardinger,

Who, longing for the oneness of all in God, grounded the congregation in Eucharist,
anchored it in poverty, and dedicated it to Mary.

A woman of faith, ever seeking God’s will, she struggled for unity in our international
community and responded to urgent needs, preferring the poor
and educating with a world vision.

In these gifts of the Spirit to our foundress, Mother Theresa, we recognize the evolving
charism of our congregation.

Response: Veni Sancti Spiritus

Side One
Our charism flows from our spiritual heritage, especially the gifts of

St. Augustine, who formed a community to be of one heart and one soul in God,
seeing in the Trinity the basis, source and goal of all community.

Blessed Alix Le Clerc and St. Peter Fourier, who gave a new direction to religious life,
insisting that ministry be integral to the community they founded;

Response: Veni Sancti Spiritus



Side Two
Bishop Michael Wittmann and Francis Sebastian Job, who held Christian education for

girls as
their special concern, understanding what woman must be if the human family were to
improve;

Mother Caroline Friess, who, through courageous leadership, adapted the congregation
to life

on another continent, perceptively reading the signs of the times, risking innovative
response

to the need of the new world.

Our charism continues to develop in the living community, which, enriched by the past,
enables the congregation to
unfold in the present and to be challenged by the future.

Response: Veni Sancti Spiritus

All

In a spirit of creative fidelity to Jesus Christ, the church, and our charism, we commit
ourselves, as members of a religious institute of pontifical right dedicated to apostolic
works, to continue the mission of Christ for which we have been consecrated. Through
the power of the spirit, we carry out this mission particularly through

our efforts toward unity,

our community life,

our ministry directed toward education,

our common search for and doing of God’s will.

Mary, mother of the church and of our congregation, gently challe nges us:
“Do Whatever He tells you.” (John 2:5)

Response: Veni Sancti Spiritus

Leader: In Letter #3020 during her negotiations with the hierarchical church, Mother
Theresa prayed:

All: “Jesus, who by his almighty word once stilled the wind and waves during the storm
at sea, can and will do the same today, in these our troubled times. His arm has not
been shortened; his love, his mercy are still the same as they were in the days when he
visibly walked this earth.” We trust in Mary’s guidance and pray in Jesus’ hame. Amen

Conclude by singing the Salve Regina.



